
to be used to solicit responses from online 
surveys and at in-person meetings in February 
2022. All are welcome to give input.

The second step: Jeff will draw from the survey 
responses to determine what questions to ask, 
criteria to use, and standards for measuring 
the vitality of a parish, and its future.

The third step: Jeff will use those standards to 
recommend which parishes and churches to 
close, merge, or leave as is, and in such a way 
that all will take ownership of the decision.

Pastoral planning doesn’t signal we’ve given 
up hope; au contraire, it serves to invigorate 
our efforts to continue the mission of Jesus in 
the ministries of our parishes and churches.

Michael O. Jackels  
Archbishop of Dubuque  

 
WEEKLY SYNOD MESSAGES FROM 
ARCHBISHOP JACKELS

Archbishop Jackels is preaching about the 
synod during his weekly recorded Mass. 
To stay informed of our local participation 
in the global synod process (as introduced 
in the October issue of Together), visit:  
Homily messages (video & text formats):  
dbqarch.org/synod-homilies-by-archbishop 
 
Synod information: dbqarch.org/synodal-church
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Comments regarding this insert may be 
sent to communications staff by emailing 
contactus@dbqarch.org or by calling  
(800) 876-3546 and asking for the  
director of communications.

22 October 2021 

AN ARCHDIOCESAN 
CONVERSATION ABOUT THE 
VITALITY AND FUTURE OF OUR 
PARISHES 

In the movie Amadeus, when Mozart asked 
Emperor Joseph II what he thought about his 
newest opera, he said: There are simply too 
many parishes and churches, I mean, notes.

We’re praying and working hard to promote 
vocations to the priesthood, but even when 
we have more priests, we would still have too 
many parishes and churches.

The general population has declined, as has 
the Catholic population, and the number 
of priests, but the number of parishes and 
churches hasn’t declined correspondingly.

Buildings serve what defines a parish: serving 
the poor; learning and teaching the Gospel; 
prayer and worship. We don’t maintain chapels 
of convenience, or museums to the past.

If all three activities aren’t present, call it 
what you will, but it’s not a parish, and the 
parishioners have decided it should be closed 
(not the old, fat, and bald archbishop).

One priest said: We don’t have too few priests, 
we have too many parishes. Too many for our 
priests to pastor, and too many of them less 
than active and vibrant.

A parish just can’t attract, retain, or offer 
spiritual nourishment to people if nothing 
happens there in between Sundays, and if 
parishioners don’t share time, talent and 
treasure.

And so, there’s a need to do pastoral planning, 
that is, how best to provide pastoral care to 
Catholics in the 30 counties of the Archdiocese; 
this effort will be led by Jeff Henderson.

The first step: Jeff will develop an instrument 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, 
have mercy. 
 
God our Father in heaven,  
have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have 
mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us.

Holy Mary, pray for us.
 
St. Joseph, pray for us.
Noble son of the House of David, pray for us. 
Light of the Patriarchs, pray for us. 
Husband of the Mother of God,  
pray for us. 
Guardian of the Virgin, pray for us. 
Foster father of the Son of God, pray for us. 
Faithful guardian of Christ, pray for us. 
Head of the Holy Family, pray for us.
Joseph, chaste and just, pray for us. 
Joseph, prudent and brave, pray for us.
Joseph, obedient and loyal, pray  for us.
Pattern of patience, pray for us.

Lover of poverty, pray for us.
Model of workers, pray for us.
Example to parents, pray for us.
Guardian of virgins, pray for us.
Pillar of family life, pray for us.
Comfort of the troubled, pray for us.
Hope of the sick, pray for us.
Patron of the dying, pray for us.
Terror of evil spirits, pray for us.
Protector of the Church, pray for us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us.

God made him master of his household, and 
put him in charge of all that he owned.

Let us pray. O God, who in your 
inexpressible providence were pleased to 
choose Saint Joseph as spouse of the most 
holy Mother of your Son, grant, we pray, 
that we, who revere him as our protector 
on earth, may be worthy of his heavenly 
intercession. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Litany to St. Joseph to be prayed on 
the 19th of November, 2021

https://dbqarch.org/together
https://dbqarch.org/synodal-church
https://dbqarch.org/synod-homilies-by-archbishop
https://dbqarch.org/synod-homilies-by-archbishop
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The following priests live at:

Villa Raphael
1155 Mt. Loretta Ave.
Dubuque, IA 52003

Rev. Ardel H. Barta
Rev. Msgr. James O. Barta
Rev. Msgr. Russell M. Bleich
Rev. Dennis H. Cahill
Rev. Dennis R. Cain
Rev. Msgr. Karl L. Glovik
Rev. Walter J. Kleinfehn
Rev. Msgr. Daniel J. Knepper
Rev. Eugene C. Kutsch
Rev. Donald J. Plamondon
Rev. Philip F. Recker
Rev. Mark A. Ressler

Rev. Richard J. Ament
955 Washington St. Unit 233
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Donald V. Bakewell
4010 Mount Alpine
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Robert R. Beck
1220 N. Booth St.
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Msgr. Walter L. Brunkan
110 S. High St. Apt. 2
Greene, IA 50636

Rev. James T. Chappell
17486 Bellevue Cascade Rd.
Zwingle, IA 52079

Rev. Dennis J. Colter
St. Patrick Parish
705 Main St.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Rev. William P. Cosgrove
1218 Oakland Rd. NE - Apt. D
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 

Rev. Wayne J. Droessler
PO Box 365
Central City, IA 52214-0365

Rev. James W. Dubert
PO Box 1520
Ames, IA 50014

Rev. Frederick C. Fangmann
Stonehill Care Center
3485 Windsor Ave.
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Ronald G. Friedell
1001 Assisi Dr. #301
Dubuque, IA 52001-1378

Rev. Msgr. Richard P. Funke
7974 Sailboat Key Blvd. #602
South Pasadena, FL 33707-6351

Very Rev. Kenneth B. Gehling
1000 N. Eisenhower Ave. - Unit 113
Mason City, IA 50401

Rev John A. Gossman
PO Box 736
1905 5th St.
Gilbertville, IA 50634

Rev. Bernard C. Grady
610 E. Boone St.
Marshalltown, IA 50158

Most Rev. Jerome Hanus, OSB
Archbishop Emeritus of Dubuque
PO Box 501
Conception, MO 64433-0501

Rev. Msgr. Cletus J. Hawes
2423 Wexford Hollow Dr.
Lansing, IA 52151

Rev. Donald J. Hawes
2423 Wexford Hollow Dr.
Lansing, IA 52151

Rev. Melvin D. Hemann
29 Lincoln Ln.
Palm Coast, FL 32137

Rev. John M. Herzog
1004 Mesa Verde Place
Ames, IA 50014

Rev. Louis M. Jaeger
c/o Sandy Klaus
2854 115th St.
Colesburg, IA 52035

Rev. Dennis D. Juhl
2709 29th Ave.
Marion, IA 52302

Rev. George W. Karnik
750 River Forest Rd. #35
Evansdale, IA 50707

Rev. Donald L. Klein
3492 Laurel Ln.
Marion, IA 52302-8000

Rev. Daniel J. Knipper
502 Valley Dr. #24
Decorah, IA 52101

Rev. Gary F. Krapfl
1960 Great River Rd.
Lansing, IA 52151

Rev. John R. Kremer
St. John Rectory
307 South St.
PO Box 187
Delhi, IA 52223-0187

Rev. Phillip F. Kruse
776 Peosta St. Unit 1
Peosta, IA 52068

Rev. Richard W. Kuhn
1001 Assisi Dr. - Apt. 118
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Msgr. Martin T. Laughlin
239 Beach City Rd. - Unit 3137
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

Rev. Msgr. Edward W. Lechtenberg
321 Diagonal St.
PO Box 104
Lansing, IA 52151-0104

Rev. Mark J. McGovern
1014 O Ave. NW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405

Rev. Paul C. McManus
335 W. Je�erson
Winthrop, IA 50682

Rev. Michael J. Mescher
103 S. Andres St.
PO Box 65
Luxemburg, IA 52056-0065

Very. Rev. Stephen L Meyer
404 4th St.
PO Box 242
Williams, IA 50271

Rev. Msgr. James L. Miller
1240 Rush St.
Dubuque, IA 52003

Rev. Mark R. Nemmers
801 Davis St. #212
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Loras C. Otting
Stonehill Care Center
3485 Windsor Ave.
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Paul J. Otting
Villa Raphael
1155 Mt. Loretta Ave.
Dubuque, IA 52003

Rev. John C. Paisley
816 Euclid St.
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Paul R. Peters
59712 Old State Hwy. 60
Prairie du Chien, WI 53821-0348

Rev. Herbert J. Pins
955 Washington St. Unit 201
Dubuque, IA 52001-2318

Ch. (Cdr.) David P. Remy, USN
1746 Sunset Pl.
Fort Myers, FL 33901

Rev. Carl A. Ries
614 9th Ave. SE
Dyersville, IA 52040-2025

Rev. Msgr. Carl L. Schmitt
619 Rural St.
New Hampton, IA 50659

Rev. Phillip E. Schmitt
1224 13th St. NW #412
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405

Rev. Joseph M. Schneider
PO Box 324
Brownsville, MN 55919

Very Rev. James L. Secora
3900 Fletcher Ave.
Ames, IA 50010-4169

Rev. Msgr. Ralph P. Simington
3720 Village Pl. #5114
Waterloo, IA 50702

Rev. Msgr. Paul T. Steimel
PO Box 43
Norway, IA 52318

Rev. Dwayne J. Thoman
9 West Linn St.
Marshalltown, IA 50158

Rev. Aloysius J. Vorwald
203 3rd St. SW #2
Dyersville, IA 52040

Rev. Msgr. W. Dean Walz
24701 207th Ave.
PO Box 182
Delhi, IA 52223-0182

Rev. Alexander Wild
815 Duke Dr. #410
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Rev. Msgr Lyle L. Wilgenbusch
10204 Key West Dr. Apt. A
Dubuque, IA 52003

Rev. Louis C. Zee
3315 Country Club Blvd
Sta�ord, TX 77477

as of November 1, 2021

The following list contains the names and addresses 
of retired priests who would love to hear from you.


