
VESPERS VIGIL: WELCOMING 
OUR NEW ARCHBISHOP IN 
PRAYER
By Cassie Bird

As part of the celebration of the 
installation of Archbishop Zinkula, a 
Vespers Vigil open to the public was held 
the night before the Installation Mass on 
Tuesday, October 17 at the Cathedral of 
St. Raphael.

Vespers begins with two psalms, followed 
by a canticle from the New Testament. 
It gives thanks for the day that has just 
passed and makes an evening sacrifice of 
praise to God. According to the USCCB, 
“In the Liturgy of the Hours, the Church 
fulfills Jesus’ command to ‘pray always.’ 
Through this prayer, the people of God 
sanctify the day by continual praise of 
God and prayers of intercession for the 
needs of the world.”

 Q & A Fr. Greg Bahl, Dir. of Worship

Fr. Greg Bahl is the Director of Worship 
for the Archdiocese of Dubuque, and 
therefore had an instrumental role in 
arranging the Vespers Evening Prayer as 
well as the Installation Mass of Archbishop 
Zinkula.

Can you provide an overview of the 
Vespers prayer and its significance in the 
installation of a new archbishop?

Vespers, known simply as “Evening 
Prayer”, is from the Liturgy of the Hours 
or “Divine Office”. Comprised of several 
rites throughout the day, the Divine 
Office is a prayer of the whole Church 

that both prepares for and flows from 
the Mass. While clergy and the religious 
orders make solemn promises to pray the 
Office throughout the day, all Catholics 
are encouraged to pray it as well. Vespers 
is offered in the evening or “when evening 
approaches and the day is already far spent 
… that ‘we may give thanks for what has 
been given us, or what we have done well, 
during the day.’” (General Instruction of the 
Liturgy of the Hours). Much of the prayer of 
Vespers is also focused on hope in the new 
day to follow. So—gratitude and hope!— 
how appropriate to vigil the installation of 
Archbishop Zinkula with Vespers. 

What is the significance of Vespers 
beginning the installation process of a 
new bishop/archbishop in a diocese/
archdiocese?

During the installation, the Vespers prayer 
begins a vigil, where we begin a prayer at 
night that culminates in prayer the next day. 
By their nature, a vigil symbolizes prayers 
of faith, hope, and sacrifice. They are an 
offering of faith, for they are offered in the 
face of uncertainty, the dark of night. Vigils 
are always an offering of hope, for a new day 
will dawn. Vigils are also a sacrifice, for they 
are at a time that is usually set aside to tend 
to the self, the usual time to prepare for a 
night’s rest, for example.   

What is the historical and traditional 
importance of Vespers in this context?

Next to the Holy Mass, the Liturgy of the 
Hours is one of the oldest ritual practices 
in Christianity! It is an expression of 
the “one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic 
Church” we profess every Sunday during 
the Creed. Beginning the installation 
with Vespers, we express our unbroken 
connection with the earliest Christians 
and the teaching that bishops are the 
successors of the apostles.

What is the role of the new archbishop 
during Vespers, and how does it symbolize 
their new position?

The Cathedral is significant as it is the 
mother church of the archdiocese. It is to 
both represent and model for the people 
of the whole archdiocese. The soon-to-
be archbishop knocks on the door and is 
welcomed by Catholics from the whole 
archdiocese, but he does not yet sit in the 
bishop’s chair, or “cathedra”. As with the 
miter (a bishop’s hat) and the crozier (a 
bishop’s pastoral staff), the bishop’s chair 
signifies his role as servant leader in the 
example of Jesus, the Good Shepherd. As 
Archbishop Zinkula was already ordained 
a bishop, he entered with the same crozier 
used by Bishop Matthias Loras, the 
founding bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque.

We offer a warm “welcome home” to 
Archbishop Zinkula!

The Cathedral of St. Raphael–the 
mother church of the archdiocese–is 
one of four financial benificiaries of the 
ArchdioceseOne Special Appeal. There 
is still time to make new gifts and pledges 
to ArchdioceseOne before December 31, 
2023 for it to count toward the goals of the 
special appeal. Gifts can be made online 
at www.archdioceseone.org, or mailed to 
ArchdioceseOne, 1229 Mt. Loretta Ave, 
Dubuque, IA 52003. 

Comments regarding this insert may be 
sent to communications staff by emailing 
contactus@dbqarch.org or by calling  
(800) 876-3546 and asking for the  
director of communications.
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Top:  A large crowd prays at the Cathedral of St. Raphael on Oct. 17 
Bottom Left & Right: Archbishop Zinkula leads prayer and offers a 
blessing with the assistance of seminarian Deacon Greg Lambert



The following priests 
reside at:

Villa Raphael
1155 Mt. Loretta Ave.
Dubuque, IA  52003

Rev. Ardel H. Barta
Rev. Msgr. Russell M. Bleich
Rev. Dennis H. Cahill
Rev. Dennis R. Cain
Rev. William P. Cosgrove
Rev. Msgr. Karl L. Glovik
Rev. George W. Karnik
Rev. Msgr. Daniel J. Knepper
Rev. Eugene C. Kutsch
Rev. Paul J. Otting
Rev. Donald J. Plamondon
Rev. Mark A. Ressler
Rev. Philip E. Thompson

Rev. David J. Ambrosy
St. Patrick Rectory
705 Main St.
Cedar Falls, IA  50613

Rev. Richard J. Ament
955 Washington St. Unit 233
Dubuque, IA  52001

Rev. Msgr. James O. Barta
Stonehill Care Center
3485 Windsor Ave.
Dubuque, IA  52001

Rev. Robert R. Beck
1220 N. Booth St.
Dubuque, IA  52001

Rev. James T. Chappell
17486 Bellevue Cascade Rd.
Zwingle, IA  52079

Rev. Dennis J. Colter
225 Maryhill Dr.
Cedar Falls, IA  50613

Rev. Wayne J. Droessler
PO Box 365
Central City, IA  52214-0365

Rev. James W. Dubert
PO Box 1520
Ames, IA  50014

Rev. Ronald G. Friedell
1001 Assisi Dr. #301
Dubuque, IA 52001-1378

Rev. Msgr. Richard P. Funke
7974 Sailboat Key Blvd. #602
South Pasadena, FL 33707-6351

Very Rev. Kenneth B. Gehling
1000 N. Eisenhower Ave. - Unit 113
Mason City, IA 50401

Rev John A. Gossman
PO Box 736
1905 5th St.
Gilbertville, IA 50634

Rev. Bernard C. Grady
610 E. Boone St.
Marshalltown, IA 50158

Most Rev. Jerome Hanus, OSB
Archbishop Emeritus of Dubuque
PO Box 501
Conception, MO 64433-0501

Rev. Donald J. Hawes
2423 Wexford Hollow Dr.
Lansing, IA 52151

Most Rev. Michael O. Jackels
Archbishop Emeritus of Dubuque
1229 Mount Loretta Ave.
Dubuque, IA  52003

Rev. Louis M. Jaeger
c/o Sandy Klaus
2854 115th St.
Colesburg, IA 52035

Rev. Dennis D. Juhl
2709 29th Ave.
Marion, IA 52302

Rev. Donald L. Klein
3492 Laurel Ln.
Marion, IA 52302-8000

Rev. Walter J. Kleinfehn
Stonehill Care Center
3485 Windsor Ave.
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Daniel J. Knipper
502 Valley Dr. #24
Decorah, IA 52101

Rev. Gary F. Krap�
1960 Great River Rd.
Lansing, IA 52151

Rev. John R. Kremer
200 McCarren Dr. #214
Manchester, IA  52057

Rev. Phillip F. Kruse
560 12th Ave. S.W. - Unit 212
Dyersville, IA 52040

Rev. David G. Kucera
9700 Schenk Rd.
Denver, IA  50662

Rev. Richard W. Kuhn
1001 Assisi Dr. - Apt. 118
Dubuque, IA 52001

Rev. Msgr. Martin T. Laughlin
239 Beach City Rd. - Unit 3137
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

Rev. Msgr. Edward W. Lechtenberg
321 Diagonal St.
PO Box 104
Lansing, IA 52151-0104

Rev. Paul C. McManus
335 W. Je�erson
Winthrop, IA 50682

Rev. Michael J. Mescher
1005 Lincoln Ave.
Dubuque, IA  52001

Very. Rev. Stephen L Meyer
404 4th St.
PO Box 242
Williams, IA 50271

Rev. Msgr. James L. Miller
St. Columbkille Rectory
1240 Rush St.
Dubuque, IA 52003

Rev. Paul R. Peters
120 Reimer St. S.W. - Apt. 209
Elkader, IA  52043

Rev. Herbert J. Pins
955 Washington St. Unit 201
Dubuque, IA 52001-2318

Rev. Philip F. Recker
Stonehill Care Center
3485 Windsor Ave.
Dubuque, IA  52001

Ch. (Cdr.) David P. Remy, USN
1746 Sunset Pl.
Fort Myers, FL 33901

Rev. Carl A. Ries
614 9th Ave. S.E.
Dyersville, IA 52040-2025

Rev. Msgr. Carl L. Schmitt
1053 S. 4th Ave.
New Hampton, IA 50659

Rev. Joseph M. Schneider
PO Box 324
Brownsville, MN 55919

Very Rev. James L. Secora
3900 Fletcher Blvd.
Ames, IA 50010-4169

Rev. Msgr. Ralph P. Simington
3720 Village Pl. #5114
Waterloo, IA 50702

Rev. Dwayne J. Thoman
9 West Linn St.
Marshalltown, IA 50158

Rev. Aloysius J. Vorwald
1111 3rd St. S.W.
Dyersville, IA 52040

Rev. Msgr. W. Dean Walz
24701 207th Ave.
PO Box 182
Delhi, IA 52223-0182

Rev. Alexander Wild
815 Duke Dr. #410
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Rev. Msgr Lyle L. Wilgenbusch
2 Julien Dubuque Dr. - Apt. 15
Dubuque, IA 52003

as of November 7, 2023

The following list contains the names and addresses 
of retired priests who would love to hear from you.
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